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Artist: They Might Be Giants Album: Nanobots Released: 2013 Style: Alternative rock.
Format: MP3 320Kbps / FLAC.

Tracklist: 01 — You’re On Fire 02 — Nanobots 03 — Black Ops 04 — Lost My Mind 05 — Circular Karate Chop 06 — Call You Mom 07 — Tesla
08 — Sleep 09 — Stone Cold Coup d’Etat 10 — Sometimes A Lonely Way 11 — Destroy The Past 12 — 9 Secret Steps 13 — Hive Mind 14 —
Decision Makers 15 — Nouns 16 — There 17 — Insect Hospital 18 — Tick 19 — Replicant 20 — The Darlings Of Lumberland 21 — Great 22 — Stuff
Is Way 23 — Icky 24 — Too Tall Girl 25 — Didn’t Kill Me.
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They Might Be Giants Nanobots.

a catchy and surprisingly toothy power-pop gem Stereogum.

There aren't a lot of bands who can open an album with the line " Hi, Your head is on fire " and have it sound not only cool, but for the said lyric to
be one of the albuni's less ostentatious declarations. With Nanobots - They Might Be Giants' 16th studio album - the band offers up a musical
landscape of black ops, microscopic robots, insect hospitals, and karate chops - as well as a sprinkling of mini-ruminations clocking in at well
under the one-minute mark. For a group that has made a career out of crafting unforgettable melodies while deftly lluminating the odd, Nanobots is
a remarkable achieverment - 25 tracks that zig and zag in a myriad of new directions including the very adult topics of melancholy and alienation,
while showcasing the band's expert musicianship and undeniable skill at crafting perfect pop productions.

Formed in 1982, They Might Be Giants are themselves giants of a sort in the pantheon of alternative-indie-college rock (or whatever you wanna
call it). Emerging out of NYC's East Village performance scene with a singular take on art-pop, the dynamic duo of John Flansburgh and John
Linnell would break big at the dawn of the 1990's with their platinum LP Flood, one of the most beloved "alternative rock" albums of all time. In
the following years the band would go on to dip their creative toes in a variety of different pools - not only releasing a slew of excellent albuns, but
also making music for television and films, snagging a couple of Grammy awards, and serving as the subject for an acclaimed documentary about
their career (Gigantic: A Tale of Two Johns). Over the course of three decades they've also managed to engender a coterie of intensely devoted
(some might even say obsessive) fans who are prone to following the band around Grateful Dead-style whenever They Might Be Giants hits the
road. It's certainly a great track record for any band. . .particularly for one more well-known for accordion heroics than guitars and whose most
classic songs mvolve birdhouses and ancient cities.



So, when you are already 15 albums deep into a career that spans over thirty years, what do you do next? If you are They Might Be Giants, you
simply do what you've always done - you gather your friends in NYC (in this case producer Pat Dillett and regular They Might Be Giants cohorts
Stan Harrison, Jon Graboff, Jedediah Parish, and Chris Thompson) and follow your creative impulses wherever they happen to lead you. In the
case of Nanobots, the resulting album s a collection of skewed narratives that present a kind of through-line to the band's earliest work - herky
jerky pop songs sprinkled among a variety of truncated mini songs, all of them begging to be sung along to.

" There is a thread that runs along everything we've ever done, " says John Linnell. " We're always trying to do new things - new styles,
experimenting with things that are pretty/ugly or kind of atrocious sounding or purely weird - but we also love pop songs. Despite how we may try
to change things up, I think we're still trying to meet the same kinds of criteria ultimately. We are still, in the end, trying to make songs that we want
to hear. "

"' When you enter a studio to make your 16th record, you might assume the stakes couldn't be any lower, " jokes John Flansburgh, "But we really
approached this project with a level of intensity and focus that rivals anything else we've ever done. I think the sonics and musicality of what we've
been doing for the past couple of years are actually quite evolved from where we started, but at the same time we really pared things back. We
tried to come at this record with a lot of restraint, to see how minimal we could be with the song arrangements. That was really our challenge this
time around. Some of the songs are crazy sparse. It's kind of amazing to me that it took us sixteen albuns to get around to trying some of these
ideas. It's also reassuring to know that you can make music for this long and still uncover these new ideas. There are definitely points in Nanobots
that feel like a new direction for us. "

So, what then is a Nanobot? According to reliable Internet sources, a nanobot is "a hypothetical, very small, self-propelled machine, esp. one that
has some degree of autonomy and can reproduce." Given the microscopic nature of songs like "Tick," "Hive Mind," and "Didn't Kill Me," it's easy
to see how the idea of the tiny creation with the capacity to acconplish big things might serve as a guiding principle for the entire record, so much
of which is built upon a kind of purposefull brevity. That being said, the album still boasts a variety of three-minute pop gems - "Call You Mom,"
"Nanobots," "Lost My Mind" - that rank among They Might Be Giants's most instantly catchy tunes.

"1 like the idea of short songs, " says Linnell, " It's just gonna dilute the power of the idea if we make it longer. There's no need to force another
verse and chorus if the song doesn't need one.

" There isn't necessarily a logical explanation to why Nanobots seemed like such an important title for the entire record, but I like the idea of these
tiny things that are designed to do a very specific thing - they can replicate themselves in whatever way they might need to in order to do the
required job. And I like the idea of self-replicating. Humans do that by having children. It's not necessarily a logical process, it's just something that
happens. You unleash this force - a child or a microscopic robot - and then it goes out into the world and does it's thing. . .in a way you can't
always control. "

" We camre of age in the time of albums ", says Flansburgh, " So we were raised on the notion that songs - when collected together - serve to
amplify and support each other when part of a well-considered collection. That's the power of the album. With Nanobots we weren't making a
concept album, but it does have a certain power as a kind of song cycle. These short little tiny songs have a purpose and they make sense when
surrounded by the longer songs. There's a certain mania to this record, a certain energy you get when you include all these hard working
miniatures. "

There are few bands currently in operation that can boast a thirty year career, let alone boast a career that includes 16 studio albums - including
four beloved albuns for children - and a history of embracing emerging technologies (the band's brilliantly curated iPhone app recalls their early
"Dial- A-Song" days), but the genius of They Might Be Giants - and perhaps the secret to their success - is that they continue to operate within their
own world. Three decades in, there is still no other band that sounds like them and - even more importantly - very few artists that approach
songwriting with the kind of wide-eyed, natural curiosity as They Might Be Giants. Whether they are singing about tiny robots, broken hearts,
combustible heads, or ticks, they do it in a vernacular that is uniquely their own.

Nanobots.

They Might Be Giants seemed creatively revitalized with the release of 2011's Join Us, their first set of songs that were aimed at grown-ups -- or
at least, that weren't obviously kid-focused -- in some time, and they continue that trend with Nanobots. As on Join Us, John Flansburgh and John
Linnell often feel like they're riffing on their extensive discography as they deliver moments of pure comedy like the literal-minded album opener
"You're on Fire" and educational tidbits such as the sweet song-biography "Tesla." However, the clearest nod to the duo's past comes in the
smattering of songs that clock in between a handful of seconds and just under a minute, echoing They Might Be Giants' Dial- A-Song roots as well
as Apollo 18's "Fingertips" suite. Sometimes the fragmented nature these snippets lend to Nanobots provides some short-attention-span instant
gratification; at other times, they detract from the longer songs' flow. Yet even with the inclusion of these ultra-short tracks, the album isn't as
wacky as Join Us was occasionally. Instead, the Johns opt for a slyer approach, emphasizing clever wordplay on songs like "Icky" and
sophisticated arrangements that borrow from lounge, chamber pop, and in the case of '"The Darlings of Lumberland," free jazz. Linnell and
Flansburgh both contribute several songs worthy of inclusion in the upper echelons of the TMBG songbook. Linnell's "Call You Mom'" is the
brightest highlight here, and the most adult-oriented, packing layers of twisted and repressed childhood feelings of abandonment and substitution
nto just over three minutes of sax-heavy rock & roll. He's often at his best when tracing the loopy ways the mind works (or doesn't), and "9
Secret Steps" and "Stuff Is Way" -- a rhythmic word soup that coins the phrase "catastro-feeling good" -- are two fine examples of this.
Meanwhile, Flansburgh's "Circular Karate Chop" sets advice froma very warped sensei ("assign regret to those accountable) to some of the
duo's quintessentially bouncy power pop; the adorable "Too Tall Girl" manages to be lumbering and graceful as it rhymes "etiquette" with
"Connecticut"; and "Sometimes a Lonely Way" serves as a reminder that when this band does sad, it does it like few others can. At times,
Nanobots feels like Join Us' more melancholy flip side, and even if this album isn't quite as immediate as the one before it, it shows how They
Might Be Giants can continue in the vein they've excelled at for decades and build on it, too.



They Might Be Giants Instant Fan Club.

They Might Be Giants Instant Fan Club began in April 2011 and has been continued in most years since then. The IFC, as it's commonly known,
features recordings distributed under Idlewild Recordings and various other benefits, including exclusive physical goods. Artwork for the Instant
Fan Club is generally designed by Paul Sahre.

The advent of the 2015 Instant Fan Club saw the creation of a new site, tmbgifc.com, which has been utilized since for new signups.
Contents.
2020 Fan Club [ edit ]

Also known as Instant Fan Club: BOOK Edition , signups began on July 16, 2020 with 10% of proceeds being donated to Black Girls Code and
Partners in Health.

‘While the 2020 IFC began with 5,000 membership slots and the ntention of remaining open for signups until September, the goal was reached
sooner than expected and an additional 800 slots were added, thanks to the band tapping into a supply of Cease and Desist books they'd intended
to sell on tour (which was delayed due to COVID-19). Signups were closed when the limit of 5,800 members was reached on August 6.

Benefits [ edit ]
Regular Membership [ edit |

A CD and 12x12" hardcover book for TMBG's 2021 album BOOK A 120-page hardcover artbook called Cease and Desist featuring TMBG
mashups illustrated by Todd Alcott Two new CD EPs, Secret Music Vol. 1 and Secret Music Vol. 2 Download of BOOK album and digital
version of its accompanying book Download of John Linnell's 2021 EP, Roman Songs Download of Mono Puff's 2021 EP Download of Asbury
Park Live 8/8/13 official soundboard recording Live Band from Brooklyn full-band IFC video stream A new "Quiet Storm in-studio video
performance set A livestreamed Flood show when TMBG resummes touring (date TBD) Dozens of downloads of new tracks, rarities, demos and
exclusives 1,000-piece Flood jigsaw puzze Two die-cut Flood logo stickers 2020 IFC T-shirt 2020 IFC cofee mug 2020 IFC membership card
2020 IFC patch 2020 IFC motel keychain 2020 IFC Thank You certificate, handcrafted by John Flansburgh Access to the new Instant Fan Club
private store Exclusive pre-order codes for upcoming TMBG shows.

Super President Membership [ edit |
In addition to the regular membership benefits:

Exclusive 10" vinyl of John Linnell's 2021 EP, Roman Songs Exclusive 10" vinyl of Mono Puff's 2021 EP Nine 8x10" full-color posterettes of
Todd Alcott artwork Your name in the liner notes of BOOK as a "benefactor” 2020 IFC Thank You "Cube of Affirmation” designed by John
Flansburgh w/Liz Conner, autographed by both Johns 2020 IFC Super President coin 2020 IFC Super President T-shirt 2020 IFC Super
President patch 2020 IFC Super President key blank.

Crazy President Membership [ edit |
In addition to the Super President benefits:

A custom 20-60 second They Might Be Giants song featuring your name Your name in the liner notes of BOOK as a "executive producer" Your
name thanked on the introduction page of the book counterpart of BOOK 2020 IFC Crazy President T-shirt 2020 IFC Crazy President zip
hoodie 2020 IFC Crazy President beach towel

Additional purchases [ edit ]
The following could be purchased at signup in addition to the IFC membership:

BOOK on 180-gram vinyl Additional copies of BOOK on book + CD Additional copies of Cease and Desist Flood on picture disc vinyl Flood
on 180-gram green vinyl They Might Be Giants on pink vinyl Don't Let's Start (EP) on green vinyl The Commumists Have The Music on 7" vinyl
Rock/Rinse/Repeat Vol. 1 setlist book.

2019 Fan Club [ edit ]
Benefits [ edit ]
Regular Membership [ edit |

A CD copy of John Henry Demos 7-inch vinyl single of The Communists Have The Music (backed with I've Been Seeing Things) Download of
John Henry Demos Live 2019 studio IFC streaming event Secret music downloads from deep inside TMBG’s vault 2019 IFC T-Shirt Holiday
card from They Might be Giants Instant Fan Club pocket rain slicker 2019 IFC membership card 2019 TMBG IFC Certificate of Thanks Two
mystery IFC guitar picks Instant Fan Club motel-style keychain Instant Fan Club Patch Two 117 x 177 posters designed by Todd Alcott; his
notorious Saturday Evening Post parody and the beloved “Science Is Real” poster.

Expanded Membership [ edit ]



In addition to the regular membership benefits:

Download of My Murdered Remains Download of The Escape Team Download of They Might Be Giants 2018 Live The Escape Team comic
book.

Super President Membership [ edit |
In addition to the expanded membership benefits:

Your name included in the My Murdered Remains album as one of the Executive Producers IFC Super President T-Shirt [IFC Super President
coin designed by Paul Sahre IFC Super President patch IFC Super President key Have your name entered into a lottery for one of six
personalized, custom-painted ukuleles created by John Flansburgh.

Additional purchases [ edit ]
The following can be purchased in addition to the [FC membership:

My Murdered Remains on CD and/or vinyl The Escape Team on CD and/or vinyl John Henry Demos on vinyl, and/or additional copies on CD
They Might Be Giants 2018 Live on CD on CD on vinyl The Escape Team comic book, issue #1 Sets of lefty guitar strings.

2018 Fan Club [ edit ]
Benefits [ edit ]
Regular Membership [ edit |

A CD copy of T Like Fun A year of Dial- A-Song Direct The Escape Team comic book and disc My Murdered Remains / More Murdered
Remains Originally advertised as "a disc of all Dial- A-Song 2018 Songs" and "a disc of Dial- A-Song 2015 Rarities" An exclusive IFC T-Shirt A
set of They Might Be Giants “Lefty” guitar strings An Official Fan Club membership card A Certificate of Thank You with John Linnell’s band
photo A 2018 Escape Team mini-calendar Four Escape Team temporary tattoos An Instant Fan Club embroidered patch A “You must be
thinking of some other band” cling sticker New Instant Fan Club button Instant Fan Club tote bag.

Super President Membership [ edit |

Your name included in the I Like Fun album artwork The TMBG Setlist Book compiled by Mike Buffington Four Flood-era reproduction
FLANS picks Best of2018 Live CD IFC Super President T-Shirt IFC Super President coin designed by Paul Sahre IFC Super President patch.

Crazy Super President Membership [ edit |

Personalized ringtone Steel-insulated thermos Crazy President T-Shirt A 36’x24” poster.
2016 Fan Club [ edit ]

Benefits [ edit ]

Regular Membership [ edit |

"Live in Brooklyn", a compilation album of TMBG performances at the Music Hall of Willianmsburg "Phone Power" download and artwork Light-
up pen An [FC 2016 T-shirt A 2016 membership card.

Super President Membership [ edit |

IFC Super-President T-shirt [FC Super-President certificate of thank-you mini-poster IFC Super-President guitar pick set.
Crazy Super-President Membership [ edit |

Personalized ringtone Sunglasses Golf tees.

2015 Fan Club [ edit ]

The Instant Fan Club returned for 2015 with an announcement in November 2014. There were initially 2,500 subscriptions available, which were
meant to be available until January 5, 2015. All 2,500 spots were filled by December; however, the band kept subscriptions available for an extra
week to make up for their failure to notify fans that subscriptions had nearly sold out. As the return of the IFC coincides with the rebirth of Dial- A-
Song, the subscription is focused around the 52 new tracks TMBG will be producing for Dial- A-Song in 2015. In addition to the regular level of
membership ($98) and the Super-President tier ($250) introduced in 2012's fan club, the 2015 IFC offers a third option "for folks on a budget",
Dial-A-Song Direct ($30).

Description [ edit |

From the official press release:



Benefits [ edit ]
Dial-A-Song Direct [ edit ]

Dial- A-Song Direct subscribers will receive the 2015 Dial- A-Song tracks as they are released in 320kbps MP3. A new track will be emailed to
subscribers each Tuesday. This is also a part of the regular membership level.

Regular Membership [ edit ]

An autographed CD copy of Glean A CD copy of Why? A CD copy of Phone Power A DVD copy of Live In Berlin, a recording of TMBG's
performance in Berlin during the Nanobots tour 320kbps MP3 copies of each new Dial- A-Song track, as they are released Access to a web
broadcast of one of the shows on TMBG's upcoming tour in Spring 2015 Two tickets to any They Might Be Giants concert An IFC 2015 T-shirt
Two TMBG-branded balsa wood toy airplanes A certificate of thanks A 2015 membership card and bumper sticker.

Members also had the option to purchase additional IFC shirts. As in previous years, TMBG anticipates that other rewards will be made available
later on.

Super-President Membership [ edit
In addition to the regular membership benefits, Super-Presidents also receive:

An LP copy of Glean An LP copy of Phone Power An autographed, limited edition 180 gram LP reissue of Flood An exclusive IFC coin
designed by the Office Of Paul Sahre Each subscriber's name is listed in the liner notes of Phone Power .

2012 Fan Club [ edit ]

The Instant Fan Club's second year was open to all 2011 members, as well as 2,500 new members, with a cut-off date of April 26. There were
two tiers of membership available, regular membership for $95 and "Super-President” membership for $250. According to John Flansburgh, there
were around 1,500 regular members and 700 Super-Presidents.

Description [ edit |

From the official press release:
Benefits [ edit ]

Regular Membership [ edit |

In August: A 7" vinyl EP with new recordings: "Some of these songs might be on Album 16 in this form or another, others might be experimental in
nature. We're leaving this disc open-ended!" In August: A CD of At Large: Best of TMBG Live 2011 . Formerly a download-only release for
2011 Instant Fan Club members, "it has expanded and is now being presented on a mastered, super-shiny compact disc, and the beautiful cover
photography is by Mr. John Linnell hinself!" In October: A 7" vinyl EP ("SUPER SECRET, highly-deformed, multi-song") with IFC exclusive
material: "New album outtakes, demos and ephemera." In October: A 7" vinyl EP "especially for kids! This disc previews TMBG's next kids
project on secret colored vinyl! Share the joy of vinyl with the next generation!" Three top-secret exclusive webcast "shareholder reports" from the
Avatars of They Access to the They Might Be Giants Instant Fan Club Tumblr blog In December: Exclusive access to a webcast of one of They
Might Be Giants' holiday shows in Brooklyn in December In early 2013: A download of They Might Be Giants brand new Idlewild Recordings
adult album on its release day A 2012 IFC bumper sticker, ron-on logo patch, guitar pick, and 2012 Instant Fan Club t-shirt in bright blue A Blue
Canary Night Light: "Folks have made us aware of this fantastic nightlight in the last year. We think it's the perfect item for any true TMBGer." An
entry into the Instant Fan Club lottery: "All IFC members will be entered in a lottery to win one of five hand-painted "The Governor’ ukuleles.
TMBG guitarist John Flansburgh will personally paint the likeness of his beloved cat The Governor on five ukuleles. Judge John Hodgman will pick
the winners, and all ukuleles will include a letter of authenticity signed by John and John and Judge John Hodgman."

Members also had the option to add the upcoming TMBG album Nanobots on LP or CD, extra IFC shirts, or, for a limited number of purchases,
last year's exclusive EP to their subscription for an extra fee.

Super-President Membership [ edit |
In addition to the above, Super-Presidents receive the following, copied verbatim from theymightbegiants.com:

A personalized, customrmade outgoing phone message OR a personalized, customrmade ringtone on mp3 by They Might Be Giants. Yes, these
messages will feature YOUR NAME, original music by TMBG, and will be approximately 5-15 seconds in length. Your name listed in the digital,
vinyl, AND the CD artwork of the new album. A custom-designed, limited edition 2" commemorative coin created by Paul Sahre from the Instant
Mint. We can't ensure this 2012 Instant Fan Club Super-Presidents coin will increase in value, but we sure hope so! A custom-designed
"Certificate of Thank You" poster featuring photographs by John Linnell with graphics by Paul Sahre. The dimensions are 11" x 11" and it is ful-
color offset on good paper. Your choice of either an autographed CD or autographed vinyl copy of Album 16 plus the digital download in mp3
AND flac. A custom-designed, full-color, limited edition embroidered IFC commemorative 3" cloth patch designed by Paul Sahre.

2011 Fan Club [ edit ]



The Instant Fan Club's first offering was open to 1,000 members, with sign-ups beginning on April 4, 2011 for $80. All 1,000 spots of the club
were filled by April 5, just 24 hours later.
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Noel Gallagher's High Flying Birds.
WHEN WE ALL FALL ASLEEP, WHERE DO WE GO?

From 2001, The Black Keys have been reminding the world about the real roots of the Blues, cutting away all the frills and unnecessary solos.
Their music has always been untamed, abrupt and minimalist. Dan Auerbach and Patrick Carney developed this unique style over the course of
two decades, without once selling their souls to the devil at a Mississippi crossroads. Here are ten songs to prove it.

The musicians of Northern Europe have always brought their personal Arctic twist to all genres of music, and the world of electronic music is no
exception. Here’s an overview of 11 Danish, Swedish, Norwegian and Finnish artists who have taken techno, house, disco and dub towards new
horizons.

From the White Stripes to his time in the solo wilderness, Jack White has been foretelling the doom of a clapped-out rock'n'roll. The genius with a
thousand projects has a new prophecy: rock is coming back. While we awatit its return, here's a look back at the White phenomenon.
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